
Publishing 101 
 

Beginning with an idea or simply documenting little facts (about life), every day someone is working on a 
book. 

For some it’s a mere exercise of creativity for others it’s recording special or not so special life events. 
Whatever the case one question inevitably comes up all the time. What does it take to get this thing 
published? 

That’s the question preceding the real question what and do I have what it takes to be a successful 
author?  

Pursuing these as both a career and passion, I think it’s safe to say no one really knows the answer 
to that question. The best that can be offered is a formula to help you make your project its’ best. 
You can read success stories from seasoned professionals to novices on their first book, the road to 
success has essential steps but the promise of riches inevitably requires work. With that said, here’s 
some important advice for prospective writers and publishers to consider. 

 

 Reading is More than Fundamental. Read to Write - A Lot. 

 

Begin with what you want to write. Specifically the top books in your genre, read them to know or at 
least gain an idea of what sells, what the market considers a well written book. Getting a feel for 
what looks good and is moving in your genre will help you inject some healthy ideas into your own 
work. A word of caution though, don’t limit yourself. Read your genre but also allow your words, 
vocabulary to travel by taking in successful books across genres.  From self-help to romance the 
only way to get a true feel of a good piece of work is by finding; enjoying a good published piece of 
work. 

 

 Finish the Work - Write the Entire Book 

 

Everyone enjoys a good idea, but if you can’t deliver quality on time agents won’t touch you and 
publishers won’t even listen to what you’ve got to say. Before you make any type of calls pitching 
your book, your book needs to be “finished.” This doesn’t mean it won’t need work but you need to 
have a complete visual of your idea in writing. This will help you better pitch your manuscript to 
publishers and agents. Remember if you don’t know what your book is about, how can you sell them 
on the possibility this is the next bestseller? 

 

 Understand the Process - Publishing isn’t quick. 

 

Despite the many self-publishing options available, the process of producing quality writing and 
distributing great books remains a process. A slow process, with uncertain yields unless you’re 
willing to put in the time and effort to know understand where your book fits.  This could be a few 
months or even years depending on your genre. Don’t however let the clock influence you and make 



a mistake. Our advice to new writers and even discouraged seasoned vets, keep on writing. All great 
works go through delays and revisions but you must remember you want your book to look and feel 
it’s best in order to increase its’ likelihood of success in the market. This is especially true for self-
publishers. You don’t want your book, brand, to be saddled with the dreaded – great idea bad 
execution; out of its’ time.  

 

 Trends End - Don't Chase the Fashionable 

 

A common mistake writers make, and even some publishers, is trying to create the next (fill in the 
blank). You can like what’s popular, want to learn and know what makes it successful in the market 
to influence your style, but be wary of trying to duplicate - recreate (cookie cutter) any one idea. In 
an attempt to hasten success that way, you can actually damage your publishing brand. One thing 
every author, publisher, writer needs to understand is your audience wants your voice. Authenticity 
is a key to success as much as producing something similar to. You may have the next big thing in 
your midst but if it looks too much like what’s already out there, your voice will find difficulty being 
heard no matter how much time is put into producing it.    

 

 Forget about the Wealth - Do it For the Love 

 

Whether you’re creative exercising or hoping to sell your great biography to Hollywood one thought 
to be aware of. Money is not your priority. You may be interested in financial success for your 
project. You want to reap the benefits of being published. For new writers especially though, this is 
true, money cannot be your motivation. Let’s be clear. Book advances are a rarity in traditional 
publishing and bestselling self-published books are almost mythical. This doesn’t mean you can’t or 
won’t profit from your work. Authors, writers, need to be prepared and understand there is no quick 
success in this industry. No matter what you may have heard there is no guaranteed get rich 
scheme in publishing. Time and effort are the only foundation to ensure success and even in that 
there is only a guarantee you’ll put your best foot forward not necessarily make the bestseller list. 

I assure you though, if you love to write, and if you’re willing to put in the time and energy to do it 
well, it’s worth going for it. Pursue it! 

 A good story with great characters, told well, will definitely sell every time. 

 

Life in Print is her to help you be heard. We offer traditional publishing with nontraditional 
values. Our author partners share in the making, distributing – development of a powerful 
message, which means they also share in the profit of each publication.  

Contact us today and discover how we bring your words to life! 


